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1. First you need all the equipment. I have chosen speedball products. Water based inks are ideal for home use (although I miss the smell of oil based inks).

· Inks. Start with one color...buy more as you need.

· Card or watercolor paper is ideal, but experiment on recycled paper.

· Small sheet of glass. I have used glass from an old photo frame

· Printing block. The speedball product is far easier to use than the old linoleum. But if you do use the brown lino, I recommend heating it slightly so you can carve into it with ease.

· Cutting tools. Try being experimental and look for interesting tools around the home. I have had an old set of dentistry tools for over 15 years and they work wonders for both relief and intaglio printing.

· A Brayer...or commonly known as the roller.

· Kitchen spoon

2. Start by cutting your image. Draw or transfer an image directly onto the block. Carve away what you don't want to see. Make sure you clean away any residue before printing or you will end up with furry bits.

3. Basic registration makes life easier. On a piece of paper, draw the size of the paper you are going to print on. Then place the block in the centre or wherever suits and draw around this with a pencil. This will give you a position for the block and an outline to see where you place the paper for each print you make.

4. On the glass (which is wider than the width of the brayer) squeeze out a small amount of ink across the top of the glass and also slightly wider than the brayer.

5. Roll out the ink, making sure that you get an even coverage across your brayers surface. As you are rolling down, lift the brayer up and let it spin and then place it down again...this avoids one side of the brayer being covered in more ink than another.

6. Ink your block. Knowing how much to have on sometimes takes practice. You'll know when you pull your first print.

7. Place your block onto the registration sheet. Avoid any dirty fingers at this stage.

8. Place your already prepared printing paper over the block and align it to the registration marks.

9. With the back of a kitchen spoon, carefully and evenly apply enough pressure to the paper and rub across the back until the print has been made.

10. Pull it back...that is it. Simple.
Subject:

Draw a design that represents a childhood memory.  Start off with a list of 10 childhood memories that you find interesting or that spark creative ideas.  Pick out your top 3 and do rough sketches in your sketchbook.  From your 3 rough ideas, pick your top design and draw an 8 x 10 image that represents your memory.  
